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Top 5 Search Engines in the U.S.
For May, 2007

93.5%6,704,005 Total Top Five

2.0%-2.8%142,418 5.  Ask.com Search

5.3%5.1%381,961 4.  AOL Search (uses Google)

8.4%0.8%605,400 3.  MSN/Windows Live Search

21.5%18.6%1,540,949 2.  Yahoo! Search

56.3%44.9%4,033,277 1.  Google Search

Market 
ShareYOY Growth

Searches 
(000's) Provider

Source:  Nielsen/Net Ratings MegaView Search May, 2007
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Sponsored Links 
Or Pay Per Click

Organic or
Natural Position
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Important Organic Design Elements
• Research Keywords.  Why build a website or a webpage that no one is looking for. First 

research for what terms people are looking and then build your website and web pages to 
match those keywords.

• Site Structure.  Missing links and poor site layout is bad for visitors trying to find their way 
around on your site, but they also impact the ability of the search engine to search your site for 
targeted information.  Also have a site map linked to your home page to assist the search 
engines in navigating your site.

• Site Content.  There are several types of web page information that search engines use to 
analyze your site to determine best fit.  This includes Title Tags, Meta Description Tags, Meta 
Keywords, and Viewable Page Text.

• Matching Content.  Search Engines look to see if each web page appears to be authentic.  
They look for multiple frequencies of the key words between Title Tags, Meta Description 
Tags, Meta Keywords, and Viewable Page Text.  More is better, but too many is penalized.  
Use of “Alt Text” with images is one way to increase matches.

• Links from Other Sites.  Search engines typically increase your ranking if you have other 
high traffic, relevant sites that provide links to your site. One-way links to your site are valued 
higher than two-way, reciprocal links, but two-way links still help increase your “value” to the 
search engine.

• Use of Certain Features. Use of framing technologies and fancy “flash” images can make it 
more difficult, if not impossible, for search engines to find the important keywords within the 
content of your web pages. Make sure you understand the tradeoffs, before committing to a 
site design that uses these technologies.
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Google Ad Words Keyword Tool
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Yahoo Search/Overture Keyword Tool
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Other Search Engine Business Solutions


